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“Middle East Quarterly: Do such
pragmatic elements really exist? Many
anti-fundamentalist Muslims
emphatically deny their existence.
For example, President Zine al
Abidine Ben Ali of Tunisia points out
that the "final aim" of all
fundamentalists is the same: "the
construction of a totalitarian,
theocratic state."Osman Bencherif,
Algeria's ambassador to the United
States, says that "it is misguided
policy to distinguish between
moderate and extremist
fundamentalists. The goal of all is the
same: to construct a pure Islamic
state, which is bound to be a
theocracy and totalitarian." Are they
wrong?

Pelletreau: They've made these
statements from a political point of
view based on where each of them sit
and what each's political objectives
are. President Ben Ali is concerned
about instability in a neighboring
state's flowing over and affecting the
stability of Tunisia; and he sees an
ever more radicalized and violent
Islamic movement as the primary

source of that instability. The
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